“The Pluripotent Doctor”

A fresh medical graduate is comparable to the pluripotent cell of a blastocyst (Fig. 1

and Fig. 2); he has the inherent capaciiy to differentiate into any specialist.
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Thus it appears that differentiation into a special type is a natural protess of dcveloﬁ:
ent, asis apparent from the embryological analogy. If their inborn ability to specialize iy
suppressgd for some reason or the other, and they are forced to differentiate into ﬁbroblauﬁ?z
a cheap, tolerable, temporary substitute cf second. choice (because nobody would like the.:?
«defect in his myocardium to be repaired by the scar tissue if cardiac muscle itself could beifs
-employed), to patch up any deficiency in any of the specialities in medical science, how many_ﬁi{
of these multipotent doctors will remain satisfied ? Will these people not try to take the‘\é"i
alternate course and differentiate into some sort of special type they like to, and thus form:;};ﬁ
TERATOMAS in their attempt to do so 7 Will these intellectual TERATOMAS not pose"fjf
a MALIGNANT problem for the authorities to solve ? Thus it will bea wise step irthegg
authorities help the muliipotents to differentiate into a special type of their choice, instcad‘%

.of suppressing them into a permanent fibroblastic stage and thus aveid the bitter scqnelae_i'

‘To kee them pinto a permanent multipotentstate (competent generalist) demands a
meticulous care in the maintainance of delicate tissue culture medium in the formof regular !

refresher courses and training.
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